MIGHT AND MIND
put forward by a European. As I had seen the effect of nationalism also among this small people, I asked the Chief of State whether and how far the education of the people may be carried out in accordance with the ideas he had just expressed.
"The education of a people! Today there are many kinds of teachers, good and bad. Think of the mass of primary school teachers. To be a teacher," he said proudly, "that is quite a particular and difficult business. I have been through it. For a long time I was a small teacher. Difficult. I have experienced how the peasants looked down upon the teacher, who appeared to them as a beggar. In the village he was a scrivener, so as to earn a little extra. In those days the peasants were not very well able to write. The teacher often vented his power on the children. In the corner of our schoolroom there were from ten to fifteen rods. That was in the 'fifties."
"Why so many?"
"Because they were quickly used up," he said, laughing. "Caning, the old dispensation, in the country of Comenius, who called the school officina humanitatis, the workshop of humanity. I have had to meditate a lot on the function of the
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